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The proposed Plan for Union has been sent down to the Churghfor 
study by a unanimous vote of the General Assembly. 4 ail 
L.. « 


In the judgement of many, this Plan is the most unacceptable yet pro- 
duced by the Committees working to bring about union. 





Sober second-thought is showing people, who formerly approved of 
union, some of the inescapable implications of the entire issue and they 
now see that the imagined gains are few and the potential loss can be 
great to the cause of Christ. 





In sending down the Plan for study the General Assembly also di- 
rected that in Presbyteries and open meetings there shall be complete 
freedom of discussion of the issue, each side to choose its own represen- 
tatives. 





Only as these discussions are kept on the highest plane will they be in 
accord with the spirit of the General Assembly. 











But, as the clear light of the realities of the Plan become more and 
more apparent to the members of our own Church, it is our conviction 
that our Church will definitely discard all present plans in favor of con- 
tinuing as a separate autonimous entity, united in spirit with all be- 
lievers, and co-operating in every endeavor of which we should be a part. 





We do not believe our Church will be sacrificed to an idea of exceed- 
ingly dubious merit. 
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EDITORIAL 


Can We Have 
Revival? 


Our church is committed to evangelism but the 
spark of an evangelism which can transform our 
southland, the nation and the world, does not origi- 
nate in a program, no matter how Christ-centered 
and fine that program might be. 


Effective evangelism must stem from a revival, 
a revival of vital Christian faith and life in the 
hearts of those who now bear the name Christian. 


As one looks at the conflicting opinions and the 
differences in personalities, outlook and emphases 
among Christians, some of these apparently having 
to do with matters of belief itself, one is prone to 
doubt whether a revival is possible. Men feel so 
strongly on matters of secondary importance that 
they often seem incapable of centering their minds 
and activities on the things which really count. 


But, to question or to doubt that God can revive 
us as a church is to be guilty of limiting the power 
of God, of doubting His will for such a _ revival 
and of saying the Holy Spirit can no longer operate 
to make effective the work of God’s grace in our 
hearts. 


The real hindrance to a revival is found in our 
own hearts and it has to do with the matter of out 
wills, The day that we, as individual Christians, 
make a total surrender of our minds, our wills and 
our bodies to Christ, on that day revival will begin 
in our own hearts and it will begin to spread to 
others. 


The question of a revival is not a complicated one 
but it goes down to the very heart of the problem 
and this is, in part, within our own wills. God's 
grace is sufficient, His power is unlimited, His love 
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is all embracing. He provides every necessary thing 
but within us He has placed the power of personal 
decision. 


We recognize the need of revival. We admit 
God’s power to revive. If we will but surrender 
everything to Him then the Holy Spirit will mani- 
fest His work and power in our own lives and in- 
stead of powerless Christians we will become evan- 
gels ourselves; channels through which He can 
flow to others; instruments in His hand for the ful- 
filling of His holy will. 


Yes, thank God we can have revival. Many of us 
came away from this last General Assembly with 
the conviction in our hearts that we had experienced 
a fore-taste of His reviving and transforming power 
in our own lives. We believe this experience can go 
out across our church and transform it, 


The price is total surrender to Him. 


—L.N.B. 


It is worth it a million times. 


On Divorce And 


Remarriage 





The action of the 93rd General Assembly wit 
probably the most far-reaching implications had t 
do with the liberalizing of the rules of our church 
with reference to divorce and remarriage. 


The seriousness of this action centers in state 
ments made from the floor to the effect that the 
record of our Lord’s remarks on divorce and re 
marriage in Matthew probably includes a human 
addition, made at a later date to His words, 4: 
recorded in Mark. Also that Paul “‘liberalized”’ 
Lord’s position in his first letter to the Corinth 
(I Cor, 7:15). 


But for an unfortunate interruption and diversion 
on the floor of the Assembly, these statements would 
have been answered immediately by men thoroug!i\) 
competent to answer them. 
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Time does not permit a full discussion of this 
matter in this particular issue of the JoURNAL but 
the importance of the question is so great that we 
feel we must say this: 


|. The records have in Matthew and in 
\lark are not contradictory but supplemental and 
to assume otherwise is to admit a method of exegesis 
which presents the Word of God as inaccurate, with 
human interpolations. 


we 


». Paul did not liberalize our Lord’s position on 
matter of divorce and remarriage, and where 
he permits an unbelieving husband or wife to ‘‘de- 
part,’ he is stating that separation is a last resort, 
where either the unbelieving husband or unbelieving 
wife insists on the renouncing of Christianity on 
the part of the other. 


the 


Here the question of remarriage after such separ- 
ation is not even discussed and there is not the re- 
motest implication that Paul sanctioned remarriage 
to some one else. 


In this action we believe Our General Assembly 
erred and it is our prayer that the Presbyteries shall 
so indicate when called upon to vote on this matter. 


—L.N.B. 
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There seems to be a tendency today to discount 
the importance of convictions with reference to 
Christian faith. And yet, there is no realm where 
strong convictions are more needed or more justi- 
hed. 

It is our observation that those with convictions 
based on faith, both in the accuracy and the author- 
ity of the Scriptures, have a power and an effective- 
ness in their lives which is lacking in the lives of 
others, 


Convictions however are not all that is needed. 
A conviction which does not produce action may 
be comparable to faith without works. But the 
Christian faith is based on a number of facts and 
1 Christian needs to be assured on these facts if the 
truth he expresses is to have its foundation in the 
eternal verities. 


Admitting that our faith centers in a Person and 
that He is our all in all, this very fact requires con- 
victions as to both His person and His work. 


“sub- 
before speaking of the atonement, or 
physical” or “bodily,” before speaking of the resur- 
rection is a “human attempt to explain inexplicable 


It has been recently stated that the use of 
stitutionary”’ 


and transcendent realities.” We would suggest that 
rather they are Scriptural terms used to affirm one’s 
faith in the plain statements of the Bible itself and 
to show up at the same time the untenable position 
of those who would “interpret” these and other 
great Christian doctrines to mean that Christ did 
not rise from the dead in bodily form as the Scrip- 
tures so plainly state, or that Christ did not die as 
our substitute for sin, as God’s Word says He did; 
and as the standards of evangelical Christianity 
have always affirmed. 


Our immediately preceding generation was one 
when debunking was popular. Such is not the case 
today, certainly in Christian circles and where so 
much is at stake. 


It is our conviction that Christianity needs a new 
clarity of thinking, preaching and teaching, all cen- 
tered in Christ and His redemptive work, without 
recourse to subterfuge, apology or qualification. We 
need a new emphasis which will bring forth a “This 
I believe,” not based on human speculation but on 
the Word of God itself. 


The writers of the New Testament books were 
personally convinced as to the truthfulness of their 
messages and of the fact that they also spoke with 
authority. 


On that basis we must have convictions. 


—L.N.B. 





On Supporting 
The Church 


Our General Assembly Minutes, 1952, show a 
majority of Presbyteries favoring additions to the 
questions asked for licensure of those to enter our 
Church’s orders. (The original overture and As- 
sembly recommendations are in Min. G. A., 1951, 
p. 67). 


We are in thorough sympathy with the purpose 
of the proponents, But attention should be called to 
lurking dangers here. Most sadly be it remarked 
that even men orthodox in doctrine have been will- 
ing to take the oath of ordination, and then under 
the false even though specious plea of serving the 
Lord, engage in operations to undermine the work 
of the very Church to which under God they swear 
allegiance. A spurious claim of serving God never 
justifies dishonesty; and even the deepest sincerity 
and piety have no right to hold position in the 
Church while refusing to support its program, or 
while attempting to shunt its beneficiences to out- 
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side enterprises, or while persuading its young peo- 
ple to attend other institutions and conferences, or 
while cultivating its members for a walk-out into 
another denomination. 


There is but one exception to be tolerated here: 
the case of flagrant violation of right, irremediable 
defection from the truth, on the part of that Church. 
For we must recognize that a man has a higher 
responsibility to God and to His Word than to any 
human organization or Church court, which, as 
our creed holds, may err. 


One of the ironies of present-day ecclesiasticism, 
may serve as illustrative of what is meant. Men of 
the South have often been accused erroneously of 
perpetuating the 1861 feud by reason of their op- 
position to organic union with the U. S. A. Church. 
Yet strange to relate, the men of the North have 
done something very much akin to this very thing. 
“O wad some power the gift to gie us.” A serious 
aggravation of separation days, was the Gurley ipso 
facto resolution, by which those who were held 
guilty of certain acts reprehensible to the Church 
were automatically exscinded, contrary to the Con- 
stitution. But the same principle has been kept alive 
in the U. S. A. Church, the most notable case being 
that of Dr. J. G. Machen and the members of the 
Independent Board of Foreign Missions. Though 
not without trial, they were expelled from the 
Church, because of “violation of the Constitution,” 
but by measures which themselves were in very vio- 
lation of it! For the mandate under which the action 
was taken, is not a part of the Constitution. 


Growing out of the Machen case, came the Pugh 
Mandate. This manifesto was approved by the Gen- 
eral Council, and adopted by the Assembly of the 
U. S. A. Church, 1934. In it is found this astound- 
ing statement: “A Church member or an individual 
Church that will not give to promote the officially 
authorized missionary agency of the Presbyterian 
Church, is in exactly the same position with refer- 
ence to the Constitution of the Church as a Church 
member or a Church that would refuse to take part 
in the celebration of the Lord’s Supper or any of 
the prescribed ordinances of the denomination.” 
Also the final decree of the Assembly, held, in this 
connection: “As a Presbyterian minister he (Dr. 
Machen) cainot offer his interpretation of the Word 
of God to justify his violation of the Church’s Con- 
stitution.” But the Pugh Mandate was never con- 
stitutionally a part of that Constitution! 


Further, the record states: ““When a Church is 
organized under a written Constitution which con- 
tains prescribed provisions as to giving for benevo- 
lent purposes, every men.ber is in duty bound to 
observe these provisions with the same fidelity and 
care as he is bound to believe in Christ and keep 
His commandments, according to the doctrinal pro- 
visions set forth in that same Constitution.”” No 
comment here! 

We sa, then, that while we are in thorough ac- 
cord with che ideas behind the overture on addition- 
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al questions leading to licensure, yet we cannot but 
see in this thing, very serious danger: it exposes us 
to not greatly different charges than those which 
have been levelled against the brethren of the U. S. 
A. Church, and which subject has through the years 
constituted a definite objection to organic union. So 
we repeat: A man has a higher and more sacred 
responsibility, in the ultimate, than to support even 
his Church’s causes, that is, where his loyalty to 
God and implicit obedience to the Word of God, 
are involved and contradicted, in the case of such 
lesser loyalty. 


Certainly let us have no quibbling as to the bind- 
ing obligation to be true to the Church in all of its 
program: but it is for the Church to see to it that 
such program is so harmonious with revelation, so 
true to the known will of God in all of its phases, 
that it will inevitably and automatically command 
support. Let the whole be a matter of sacrosanct 
honor, as in the days when knighthood was in flower, 
and as among all who are worthy to bear the name 
Christian, rather than a thing requiring additional 
vows. We may be hoist by our own petard! 

—R.F.G. 


The Marvelous Jew 


Philip Schaff says, “the Jew is like the Gulf 
Stream in the Ocean of humanity.” It flows through 
the sea but is distinct and apart from it. The Jew 
is found scattered over all the civilized world and 
until recent years he had no national home, but 
wherever you find him he is still a Jew. For fifteen 
centuries the Jews were forbidden by God to min- 
gle socially or to marry or intermarry with the 
people of other nations round about their country. 
And to this day the Jews have maintained their 
identity, but how? 


The Jew will mingle freely with the Gentiles in 
business, politics, civic affairs, and humanitarian en- 
deavors. But there is one area in the social life ot 
the Jew that he says to all comers, “Stand Back!’ 
The Jew jealously guards and protects his young 
people during the period cf adolescence and youth 
when attachments are formed and marriages plan- 
ned from taking any steps looking toward marriage 
with the Gentiles. We do not blame the Jew tor 
maintaining his identity. He is harming no one else 
when he marries within his own race. 


Is the white man of North America needed today’ 
Will the world need him 200, 500, or 1000 years 


from now? * 

Centuries ago the yellow man was found in Asia 
the black man was found in Africa, and the white 
man, in Europe. A new continent was discovered 
that was sparsely populated by the Indians. South 
and Central America settled the race problem }\ 
amalgamation. There is no color line South of the 
Rio Grande river in ‘Texas. To whom is a hungr 
world looking for bread but to the white man ot 
North America, the United States and Canada? T° 
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whom is a ragged world looking for clothes? To 
whom are the weaker nations looking for protection 
and leadership in the fight against the giant “‘octo- 
pus of the nations” whose head is in the Kremlin 
but whose tentacles reach to all parts of the world 
and seek to enslave or destroy all the nations of 
the world ? 


To whom is the heathen world looking for the 
Gospel of salvation, but to the white man of North 
America and the British commonwealth of nations? 
ls it important that the white man should remain 
white in the centuries ahead of us? 


Che position of the white man in North America 
is not one to make us proud, but rather to humble 
us. The unprecedented privileges and blessings the 
Almighty has bestowed upon us carry with them an 
awe-inspiring responsibility, for the Master once 
said, ‘Unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall 
be much required” (Luke 12:48). 


If the white man is to remain white, as God made 
him, there is one thing he must do. Learn a lesson 
from the Jews. He must jealously guard the social 
life of his young people and see that no marriage 
takes place among other races of people. If segrega- 
tion contributes to that end let us have segregation. 
Let us say to all men of color, marry among your 
own people and let our white young people alone. 
Let us give all races equal opportunity and fair 
dealing but draw the line on social equality. 


—J.E.F. 


Christianity’s Need— 
Persevering Pupils 


“Therefore leaving the principles (elementary in- 
truction) of the doctrine of Christ, let us advance 
to mature manhood.’’—Hebrews 6:1. 


In the school of religion every Christian should 
he a life-long undergraduate. He may sit at the feet 
of learned interpreters of Divine Revelation; he 
may apply himself to all the text-books on Bible 
interpretation ever written; he may acquire the es- 
sential lessons that rich and ripe experience may 
contribute to a receptive mind and heart; but even 
then he must needs exclaim with the Apostle, “O 
the depth of the riches, both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judg- 
ments, and his ways past finding out!” Be it known 
that in that school no diploma is given this side of 
heaven. No pupil, however diligent, can ever com- 
plete the course of study. 


Therein is found a contributing cause of the in- 
adequacy of our present day Christianity to meet 
the world situation. Too many of us in adult years 
have proceeded on the assumption that we learned 
enough religion in our childhood and youth to carry 
us along through life, when in fact we are totally 
unprepared to meet the big issues that demand in- 
telligent Christian action. 
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It is often the case that a bright young person 
stays with his Sunday School and his church until 
he reaches adolescence, and then concludes that he 
is absolved from further instruction in the field of 
religion. “The same young person, with due regard 
for the wisdom of this world, goes about in his 
preparation for a business or a professional career, 
to either of which he gives persistent application to 
his study, in order that his inborn ambition may be 
realized. He attains his desired goal and thereby 
merits the applause of those who have watched his 
progress with interest and high expectancy. 


But what about his moral and spiritual develop- 
ment? “Aye, there is the rub.”” He has perchance 
relegated the interests of his soul to the outgrown 
things of his childhood and has thereby become the 
victim of religious immaturity. So, when the King- 
dom of God calls for intelligent proponents, he is 
unprepared. “For this cause many are weak and 
sickly among you.” 


All churches today are in need of people who are 
dedicated to unremitting fidelity to the school of 
Christ. Only among such peoples will crusaders for 
the Kingdom be found. 


William Crowe, Sr. 


From “Under the Study Lamp” 


The Rainbow Around 
The Throne 


“And there was a rainbow round about the throne”: 
Revelation 4:3. 


A rainbow means that there is Raim. You cannot 
have a rainbow unless there is rain. It may be in 
the form of a Storm or a Flood ;it may mean a gentle 
rain; but there must be Rain, if there is a rainbow. 


A Rainbow means that there is a Sun shining in 
the sky. It may still be hidden by the clouds, but it 
must be shining on the rain drops before the colors 
of the rainbow will show themselves in all their 
beauty. 


A Rainbow means that there is a God Who made 
both the rain and the sun; a God of Power and Love. 
He is on the Throne. He rules over both rain and 
sun. 


A Rainbow means that there is Hope. The rain- 
bow in the sky meant Hope for Noah and his fam- 
ily, based on the sure Promise of God. The Rain- 
bow around the Throne means Hope for us; hope 
for a world of sinners, based on the sure promises 
of God. 


There is something thrilling about a rainbow in 
the sky. As children we have felt the excitement of 
seeing it spread over the heavens. There is some- 
thing far more thrilling about this “Rainbow Around 
the Throne’ 


—1. 5? 
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ON MARRIAGE 


By Rev. John Morrison 


Of Luebo, Congo. 
(Now At Montreat, N. C.) 


Matthew 19:6: ‘““What therefore God hath joined 
together, let no man put asunder.” (R.V.) Is it 
true, as stated by the Council of Christian Relations, 
that God has given no definite and clear instructions 
regarding Christian marriage, and that there are 
only a few “prooftexts,” liable to more than one 
interpretation, to guide us in this important social 
institution ? Did the institution of marriage by God 
mean so little that he left it to our various inter- 
pretations, or to observe His teachings about it only 
in principle: 


God's Statement About Marriage 


When there were but two people on earth, the 
prophetic statement was made, “Therefore shall a 
man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave 
unto his wife, and they shall be one flesh.” Gen. 
2:24. 


When God wished to picture the sublimity of 
the final triumph of Jesus, He chose the symbol of 
marriage to do so. for the marriage of the 
Lamb has come, and His bride has made herself 
ready; it was granted her to be clothed with fine 
linen, bright and pure—(for the fine linen is the 
righteous deeds of the saints). Rev. 19:6-9. Christ 
also made use of this illustration in the parable of 
the man without the wedding garment. The laws 
which God gave to the children of Israel regarding 
the sacredness of the marriage tie indicate that this 
is a solemn union in His eyes, and He is an un- 
changable God, and a timeless One, unaffected by 
changes in the world. 


Christ's Statement About Marriage 


We find two statements by Christ about marriage, 
in Mark 10:1-12 and in Matthew 19:1-18. 


The Pharisees came up, and as Scripture says, in 
order to test Him, asked, “Is it lawful for a man to 
divorce his wife?” 


A straight question, subtly put, for the Pharisees 
knew the law, but they came to test (trap) Him. 


Jesus replied, “What did Moses command you?” 
Their reply was, “Moses allowed divorce.’ They 
were evasive in their reply, for they knew the law of 
God made no provision for divorce. 


Christ then said, Moses, (not God), for your 
hardness of heart, (or want of love—Phillips), let 
vou do this, but from the beginning of creation, 
ee 


a) Made them male and temale 
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b) made the union superior to that between par- 
ent and child 


c) the two shall become one flesh 


d) what therefore God hath joined, let no man 
put asunder. 


The Pharisees appeared satisfied, but the apostles 
were not, so they raised the question again. (Mark 
10:10). There is not the slightest trace of ambiguity 
about Christ’s reply, ‘““Whoever divorces his wife 
and marries another commits adultery against her; 
and if she divorces her husband and marries another, 
she commits adultery.” 


There is no qualifying statement there, and it is 
in keeping with what God the Father said. True, 
Matthew inserts a phrase, ‘except for unchastity”’. . 
As Matthew was written by a Jew, for fellow-Jews, 
it is not unreasonable to suppose that he had the old 
Jewish amendment to God’s law in mind, and that 
this is an interpolation. Matthew was written about 
20 years after Mark’s epistle, according to most au- 
thorities. It seems out of place, this statement of 
qualification, with the unequivocal statements else 
where. 


Paul's Statement About Marriage 


) 


Paul states in his epistle to the Romans, (7 :2,3 
that a married woman is bound by law, (sacred 
law), to her husband as long as she lives, and will 
be called an adulteress if she lives with another man 
while her husband is still alive. It is true that Paul 
was speaking on another subject when he said this, 
that of law and grace, but he chose this figure of 
speech to illustrate it. In I Cor. 7:30 he reiterates 
his point of view :—‘‘a wife is bound to her husband 
as long as he lives. If the husband dies, she is free 
to be married to whom she wishes, but only in th: 
Lord.” This last phrase is reinforced in a later lette: 
when he says in II Cor. 6:14: “Do not be mismated 
with unbelievers.” (R.V.) 


It has sometimes been inferred that Paul declared 
that separation constituted a cause for divorce, but 
in this case, Paul was speaking of the union ot 
heathen, in which one of the parties became Chris- 
tian while the other remained an unbeliever. “lt 


the unbelieving partner wishes to separate, let him, 
or her, do so” was his statement. Anyone who 
knows what a heathen marriage (?) is, knows that 


it is a commercial transaction, or a union of cor 
venience, and under no stretch of the imaginatio: 
could it be classified with the sacred pledge ma 
before God, when two people engage in a ceremor 
which they believe God is sanctifying. 
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That Paul had the same standard as Christ is 
wn in his epistle to the Ephesians, (5:31, 32) 
“For this reason a man shall leave his father and 
mother, and they two shall become one.” In a large 
part of this chapter, he likens Christian marriage 
to the union of Christ and His Church, “This is a 
rreat mystery, and | take it to mean Christ and the 
church.” (R.V.). This is to sublimate marriage, 
and present it as the highest form of union between 
human beings. 


[t has been stated that this is a legalistic concept, 
and that the few statements on marriage in Scrip- 
ture should be interpreted in principle. The laws 
of God are specific, for surely we would not accuse 
Him of ambiguity. Christ knew that question would 
arise because of the law, and said, “I came not to 
abolish the law, but to fulfil it.” (Matt. 5). He 
even warned what importance should be attached 
to its observance, (5:17-20) and interpreted it as 
going even further than its literal application, 

5:21-48), closing with the exhortation, ‘You, 
therefore, must be perfect, as your Heavenly Father 
is perfect.” 


Christ could not abrogate one of the laws of God, 
tor He was, and is, God. He said that “the Sab- 
bath was made for man, and not man for the Sab- 
bath” and interpreted that by saying, “It is right 
to do good deeds on the Sabbath.” (Matt. 12:12). 
He showed by this that the Pharisees had inter- 
preted the law narrowly, but was not opening up 
the Sabbath to man’s undisciplined pleasure. 


The trouble with marriage is that many of them 
ire “not in the Lord,” as Paul exhorted them to be. 
The business of the Church is to exalt marriage, not 
to accede to the popular demand to provide ways of 
escape from the Divine law. 


Finally, why should the two individuals who 
have failed God's law receive special consideration ? 
What of the children in so many cases, those of 
whom Christ said, “It were better that a mill stone 
should be hung around the neck of one who caused 
i little one offense, and he be thrown into the sea.” 


Our Church standards stood for many years, and 
were framed by men of faith and judgment. Times 
may have changed, but the law of God stands. 
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ANGLERS 


(By The Editor Of The Testament 
For Fishers Of Men) 


Lesson Number 13 


Person To Person” 


It costs more, but it is very much more direct: 
not only in long distance telephoning, but also in 
soul winning. 


There is nothing more wonderful or more eftec- 
tive to place in the hands of a “prospect” to read 
than the New ‘Testament, or the whole Bible. Some 
results of this are miraculous. In one instance a 
mere scrap, the torn part of a page of the New 
Testament which included John 3:16 was picked 
up in the street by an unsaved man. It led to further 
reading of the Book it elf, and to the glorious con- 
version of the finder. Similar instances have been 
reported confirming the power of the Word alone 
where no human effort was made. This should be 
of great encouragement to the “fisher of men,”’ who 
can hold in his hand (as well as in his heart) the 
Word of God, which is “quick and powerful, and 
sharper than any two-edged sword ” (Heb. 
4:12). But we believe ANGLERS can be a greater 
help if the column can produce more “person to per- 
son” experiences. Quite a number of experiences are 
being received almost every mail brings them. 
About four out of five tell of giving out the Word, 
sometimes a Testament, or Gospel tracts, with hap- 
py results, which are very gratifying. It is quite 
probable in the effort to keep the story within the 
100-word limit, some very vital and interesting de- 
tails are omitted. ‘That is unfortunate, because those 
“little details” are just what we want, (and if 
necessary to give these you may exceed the limit). 
Did you have a personal interview with your pros- 
pect? What did you say to him? Did you pray be- 
fore seeing him? Would you mind telling us just 
what you asked the Holy Spirit to do? What did 
the prospect say to you’ How did you answer that? 
Your experience in these details may be of much 
help to some other timid fisherman who has not 
been able to speak boldly and kindly to his prospect 
and has tried to satisfy himself with merely handing 
to him a testament or a tract. What have you found 
to be the best introductory remark to a prospect? 
Of course circumstances (and the Holy Spirit) must 
determine this; but perhaps the most generally effec- 
tive in getting a definite reaction is the question: 
“Are you a Christian?” If he is, the prospect will 
be glad to tell you he is; if not, he will likely be 
at once on the defensive, and his “defense” will sug- 
gest what to say next. (And don’t forget the Holy 
Spirit will be prompting you what to say—that is if 
you are dialed in on His wave-length). Doubtless 
your best answer will be God’s answer as you will 
find it in His Word. Look on page XVII of The 
Testament For Fishers of Men. There you will 
tind seventeen of God’s answers which cover prac- 


PAGE 7 


tically every possible objection or excuse an unsaved 
person can offer for refusing to accept Jesus Christ 
as his Saviour. 


Now look over the foregoing suggestions and 
judge for yourself if they are not very simple and 
very practical. And if you have not yet had the 
courage or the faith, or “whatever it takes” to do 
some “person to person” fishing, GO OUT AND 
TRY IT. Then share your experience with 
ANGLERS. You will be starting something, and 
also the telling of it will doubtless be the means 
of starting somebody else into the same gracious 
service, 


Here is a “person to person” effort which comes 
trom Louisiana: 


Dear ANGLERS: 

| had invited a friend who had never accepted 
Christ to come to the Easter Service. She said she 
could not. At the service | was sitting in my pew 
praying for her, when to my surprise she slipped 
in and sat by me. She listened attentively. After the 
service | asked her to take me home in her car, and 
on the way I asked her if she would accept Jesus 
as her Saviour. She promptly said she would; and 
that she had felt that the minister was talking direct- 
ly to her. She and her two little girls will be bap- 
tized and received into the church next service. 


(Name withheld ) 


(Editor's comment: “I being in the way, the 
Lord hath led me to the house of my Master’s breth- 


ren.’ —Gen. 24:27 b.—lItalics mine). 





Here is an opportunity to get without cost 
a leather-bound copy of the TESTAMENT 
FOR FISHERS OF MEN. If you have had an 
experience, happy or other- 
wise, in soul winning, tell it in 
a hundred words or less, and 
mail to ANGLERS, care The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal, 
Weaverville, N. C. If it is used 
in the ANGLERS series, you 
will receive the Testament 
promptly. (No manuscript re- 
turned unless requested, with return postage). 
The Testament may also be secured by send- 
ing two new one-year subscriptions to The 
Journal, or by remitting $2.75. 
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Extraordinary Oscillations 
Embarrass Antediluvians ; 
(This is the twentieth in a series of articles }y u 


J.V.N. Talmage, B. E.) 
The Three Climatic P 
Oscillations Of Archeology | 


Gazelle And Deer 
The three climatic oscillations of the old stone I 
age are relatively easy to understand when elephants 
and ice-sheets alternated, but it is apt to be more f 
confusing when gazelle and deer changed places ‘ 
The gazelle prefers the open grass lands and the c 
deer enjoys the forest shade; so bones of the first ar ; 
a sign of former times of little rainfall and open 
lands, while bones of the latter are indicative of t 
former heavy rainfall and spreading forests. Ot 
course all this oscillation of pluvial and inter-pluvial ; 


climates took place far from the ice-sheets of Eng- 
land and Scandinavia and near the borders of the 





great deserts. There is no doubt whatever that such ; 
oscillations of climate took place in the Near East 
and in Africa during prehistoric times. So the prob- 
lem, therefore, is restricted to one point, that ot 
the correspondence between precipitation oscillatior | 
on the desert borders and the temperature oscilla 3 
tion in the higher latitudes. } 
According to the current standard system of the : 


speculative prehistorians, a pluvial in the Near East 

must be correlated with a time of glacial advance in 
Europe, while the arid inter-pluvials belong to in 
terglacial times. In spite of the fact that there is n 

known demonstration of this law of correlation, th ‘ 
system is widely used and assumed to be correct 

No less an expert than Dr. W. F. Albright, the 
famous Palestinian archeologist seems to be con 

pletely sold on the theory. In this he follows Dr 

F. E. Zeuner of London, an “orthodox” prehisto 

rian. As far as | know Dr. Albright’s disciples fol 

low him. On the other hand, Dr. R. J. Braidwood ) 
of the University of Chicago frankly calls the cor 
relation ‘“‘balderdash,” and admits that meteorolo 

gists cannot explain such a correlation under present 
known laws. (This is not the only “balderdash” in 

the theories of ‘‘orthodox”’ prehistory ). 


Since we noted in Article No. 11 that the same 
meteorological laws which apply at present must hav 
been valid then, we should always keep them in 
mind and avoid that “‘balderdash”’ which has caused 
Dr. Albright to make such great mistakes in dating 
those stone age inhabitants of Palestine. The climate 
in all countries is governed by the same set of 
meteorological laws, but as | know most semin 
students will be more interested in Palestine, I wv 
use that country as an example. I was talking with 
an air force meteorologist about the subject, and he 
was kind enough to explain present theories to 
He said that on both sides of the tropical belt of 
ascending air which brings rain, there are irreg 
belts of descending air which become drver, and 
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accounts for the great deserts of the earth. In higher 


latitudes there are cool rainy belts in the temperate 
zones. This of course is an over-simplification, but 
it is the best we can do in this space. 


During the four whorls of the ante-diluvian 
polar movement, the climatic zones undulated back 
and forth over the earth, still governed by the same 
neteorological laws. (No “balderdash” needed 
here). In this process the desert borderlands of the 
Near East were sometimes in the warm monsoon 
rainy belt, and then after a goodly interval, were 
in the cool temperate rainy districts. But in the 
process of getting from one to the other, there was 
a period of little or no rain, which the archeologists 
call an inter-pluvial period in contrast to the pluvial 
periods, when it rained. One can see therefore that 
during the larger circles of the polar path (as in 
the time of Adam) there may have been two pluvials 
and two interpluvials to one circuit of the pole, a 
warm pluvial and a cool pluvial. 


Now Dr. Albright learns the number of ice-ad- 
vances from Dr. Zeuner and he knows the number 
of pluvials in Palestine, and following the “balder- 
dash” rule of “one pluvial to one ice advance” 
counts back, and presto, he has man many hundreds 
of thousands of years old. Then his disciples say the 
Bible is not true. However if we count two pluvials 
to one glacial advance where data demands, man- 
kind becomes young again, and there is no conflict 
with the Bible. 


Which 
\Loses ? 


shall we believe, the “balderdash” or 


“Calvin Said ... ” 
(On The Perseverance Of The Saints ) 


“But here a question arises, whether the fear and 
love of God can be extinguished in anyone who has 
been regenerated by the Spirit of God?.. . I, how- 
ever, doubt not but that the seed, communicated 
when God regenerates his elect, as it is incorruptible, 
retains its virtue perpetually. I, indeed, grant that 
it may sometimes be stifled, as in the case of David; 
but still, when all religion seemed to be extinct in 
him, a live coal was hid under the ashes. Satan, in- 
deed, labors to root out whatever is from God in 
the elect; but when the utmost is permitted him, 
there ever remains a hidden root, which afterwards 
springs up.’* 


The Calvinistic doctrine of the Perseverance of 
the Saints is a much maligned doctrine. It is prob- 
ibly more responsible for the fatalism implicit in 
the popular ‘‘what’s gonna be is gonna be” than 
the doctrine of predestination to which the idea is 
isually attributed. This is probably natural, how- 
ever, because Calvin did not treat of perseverance 
is separable from predestination as the alleged “5 
Points” seem to indicate. Perseverance, so far as the 
Reformer was concerned, was simply another word 
for assurance. That God would not forsake him, 
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having once taken him to be His child was the one 
thing that he could cling to in those black hours 
that Calvin knew so well. In his own experience 
Calvin did not seem to apply the doctrine to the 
hope of eternal salvation as much as he did to every 
day life. When the Geneva Council turned against 
him, when he lost his wife of but few years, when 
the Black Plague swept over Geneva again and 
again, it was in the thought that God’s grace would 
not be taken away that the Reformer found the 
strength to go on. It was inconceivable to him that 
a God who would discriminate in the first place, by 
visiting a sinner who did not deserve to be heard, 
would then change His mind or grow weary of 
showing mercy. Man could expect to be disciplined, 
tempered in the fires of suffering; but forsaken, 
never! 


*From the Commentary on | John 3:9, 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 





LESSON FOR JULY 5 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





The Righteousness And Justice Of God 


Background Scripture: Romans 1-3. De- 
votional Reading: Psalm 111. 


By way of introduction let me call your attention to the first part of chapter one of Romans, Notice what 
Paul calls himself; a servant and an apostle. The servant in those days was a slave, and Paul had been a 
willing slave of the Lord Jesus Christ ever since he met the Lord face to face on the road to Damascus, and 
had said, Lord, what wouldst Thou have me to do. He had been a servant, or slave, of sin, a blasphemer and 
a persecutor, but he had changed masters. “Changing masters” is becoming a Christian. An apostle is one 


who is sent on a definite mission; he was called to 
be an apostle. Thus he was separated unto the Gos- 
pel of God. He was a “‘sent’’ man; sent to carry 
the Gospel to the Gentiles. 


This Gospel of God centers in God’s Son—the 
God-man. According to the flesh He was the Son 
of David; according to the spirit of holiness, by 
the resurrection from the dead, He was Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Let us now think for a few moments on 
two statements of the apostle; (1) His Definition 
of a Christian, and (2) His Declaration as a Chris- 
tian. 


Paul’s Definition of a Christian is most interest- 
ing. First, he is one who is called to be Jesus 
Christ's. When Jesus called His disciples they for- 
sook all and followed Him. A Christian is one who 
belongs to a new Master, even Christ. We are not 
our own; we are bought with a price. Second, he is 
one who is “beloved of God.” God loves all men 
with the love of compassion; He loved the world 
this way; but He loves the Christian with a peculiar 
love, for Christians are members of the family, of 
the household of faith. In the third place, Chris- 
tains are “called to be saints.”’ A saint is a separated 
person, a holy person, and we are to “come out” 
from the rest of the world. 


Paul’s Declaration as a Christian is equally in- 
teresting. It might be summed up in the three ex- 
pressions used by him: “I am debtor’; “I am ready”; 
“Tl am not ashamed.’ A Christian realizes that he 
owes the world a debt. He has something which 
unsaved people do not have, salvation in Christ, and 
he owes a debt which he must pay. Cain asked the 
selfish question, “Am I my brother’s keeper’? Paul 
declares in effect that he is his brother’s keeper, for 
he knows that no one of us lives to himself and so 
he assumes the obligation to the Greeks and bar- 
barians, the wise and the unwise. Then, he is ready 
to come to Rome and to preach in Rome. In verses 
9-13 he has already expressed that desire, and now 
he says, I am ready to come. A Christian is ready 
to go wherever God wants him to go. Finally, he 
declares that he is not ashamed of the Gospel. The 
Gospel has had the power to save him and he knows 
that it is the power of God unto salvation to every 
one who believes. 
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This brings us to our subject for today, What is 
that Gospel of which Paul is not ashamed? Is it 
some man-made philosophy, or is it a Revelation 
from God? Is it a worthless scheme of some man, 
or is it God’s all-powerful Plan of Salvation? 


In verses 17 and 18 we have two expressions 
which I wish to use: (1) The Wrath of God vs. 
1S, and \ 2 ) The Righteousness of ( sod, ( Verse 17 ). 


l. The Wrath of God: 
Judgment of God) 


The Wrath of God is not a popular subject. 
‘There are many in our day who say that we must 
not preach on “Wrath,” or “Judgment,” or “Hell.” 
These words are taboo in our refined and cultured 
generation. We must think of God only as a God 
of Love Who will never punish anyone no matter 
how wicked they are and continue to be. Now | 
vield to no one when it comes to the Love and 
Grace of God. These are subjects that I delight to 
dwell upon. There is, however, the other side of 
God which | must preach about. If God is a God of 
Love, He must hate sin, for sin is the disease which 
is destroying the human race. A good doctor hates 
disease. He does not love cancer or some other 
dreaded malady. God cannot love sin. He is a Hol 
God, and all forms of sin are bound to be an abomi 
nation to Him. He loves the sinner and has done 
all that He can do to separate the sinner from his 


sin, 


SIN, the Unrighteousness of men, is an awtul 
FACT that no sane person can deny, and Paul pro- 
ceeds to tell us in no uncertain terms the fearful 
story of the Unrighteousness, the Sinfulness of the 
human race. 


There is in verses 18-32 a picture of Sin that is 
one of the most horrible in the Bible. He is describ 
ing the condition of the Gentile world of his day, 
and it is an exact photograph of our modern world 
[ just read in the paper of something which hap- 
pened in the state of New York which is even more 
horrible than anything that Paul mentions. The 
veneer, the polish of culture and civilization and 
education has not changed the human heart which is 
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still desperately wicked and deceitful above all 
things. The unregenerated heart is still as black as 
Paul painted it, and is still capable of outrageous 
sins. Paul shows how all these Gentiles are “with- 
ut excuse,” because God has clearly revealed Him- 
self in Nature. The pollution and defilement of sin 
s dwelt upon. The picture ends in fearful climax: 
Who knowing the judgment of God, that they 
which commit such things are worthy of death, not 
nly do the same, but have pleasure in them that do 
them. As I heard one preacher express it, they clap 
their hands, applauding the men who are guilty of 
such acts. Here is a world in love with sin, a world 
of men and women enjoying the spectacle. Does 
not our world applaud the deeds of wicked men? 
[he papers tell of millions of deluded Russians 
paving homage to a man who was noted for his 
crimes. When some noted gangster dies in our 
country we see the same thing. 


Can you imagine a Holy God smiling upon such 
a scene, or approving of it? Can you think of the 
Ruler of the whole earth simply ignoring such 
wickedness? NO! The Wrath of God is revealed. 
The Wrath of God has no sin in it; it has grief 
mixed with it. When He saw the wickedness of 
men before the Flood, it grieved Him at His heart. 
When His own people sinned He was grieved with 
that generation, and His wrath was visited upon 
them. His wrath is a Holy wrath, springing from 
a heart of love. He has to execute judgment. The 
tact of Judgment is spread upon the pages of His 
Word: The Flood, Sodom and Gomorrah; the de- 
struction of Pharaoh; the Seven Condemned Na- 
tions; the Captivity; the Destruction of Jerusalem ; 
ind many other events. These are all illustrations of 
the last Great Day, called The Day of the Lord, the 
Final Judgment. (See the fearful pictures in Reve- 
lation ). 


In Chapter 2 Paul turns to the Jewish world; 


the people who had special revelation and special 
privileges. He shows that they are even more in- 
excusable than the Gentiles, for they have had more 
light. The moralist, like the modernist, has no salva- 
tion, because they have broken the Law, and caused 
the name of God to be blasphemed among the Gen- 
tiles, 


Paul proves conclusively that all the world stands 
guilty before God. There is no difference, for all 
have sinned and come short of the glory of God. 
his fact must be fully realized before the next 
glorious fact can be appreciated. I am afraid that 
lis is the very thing which is not apprehended to- 
lay. As I listen and read my heart is heavy for 
where in public circles do | hear the one word 
hat must be heard; “I have sinned,” or “We have 

ned.” Before the Gospel message can be appreci- 
ed there must be this knowledge of sin and guilt. 
would rather hear the “Voice of America’”’ say 
We have sinned,” than any other message, but 
‘are too proud, too self-righteous to say that. 


- 


+ 
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II. The Righteousness of God. 


The great and crying need of the world is 
RIGHTEOUSNESS. To stand before a Holy 
God we must have it; for without holiness no man 
can see the Lord. Man does not have it; neither 
the Gentile world no: the Jewish world. All the 
world stands convicted before a Just God, Who will 
judge according to truth and righteousness. 


How can God be just and at the same time justify 
the ungodly? The answer is found in Jeremiah 
33:16: THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS, 
or as Paul expresses it, the righteousness of God is 
revealed, the righteousness which is by faith of 
Jesus Christ; “The just shall live by faith.” 


The Lord Jesus Christ lived a sinless life. He 
kept the Law perfectly; in Him was no sin, This 
was the first requirement; Someone Who should 
do what the first Adam failed to do. The second 
requirement was that the penalty for sin must be 
paid, and that penalty was death. We are justified 
freely by His grace through the redemption that is 
in Christ Jesus. The word “redeem,” or “redemp- 
tion,” is a very rich word in all of its meanings. It 
starts with the idea of coming to the slave market, 
then coming with the purpose of buying, then pay- 
ing the price, and setting the slave free. The Lord 
Jesus Christ did all of these marvelous things for 
us. He came to the world—a great slave market, 
where all were slaves of sin; He came to purchase 
our freedom; He paid the price; He makes us free; 
free from the penalty, the pollution, and the power 
of sin. Hallelujah, what a Saviour! 


This righteousness of God, this righteousness 
wrought out by Jesus Christ, is received by faith 
alone. God remains just, and at the same time the 
justifier of him who believes in Jesus. Here we 
have one of the vital doctrines of the Reformation; 
the doctrine which liberated men like Luther, Cal- 
vin, Knox, and brought about the Protestant 
Church. This frees us from the Law as a means of 
salvation. ‘The law is our schoolmaster to bring us 
to Christ that we might be justified by grace through 
faith. “Justification is an act of God’s free grace, 
wherein he pardoneth all our sins, and accepteth 
us as righteous in his sight, only for the righteous- 
ness of Christ imputed to us, and received by faith 
alone.” This is indeed “Good News” for a world 
of sinners. Any other “gospel” is not a Gospel, as 
Paul tells us in Galatians. The difficulty is to get 
men to accept it. 


He not only declares us to be righteous, but 
makes righteous: we are Justified and Sanctified. 
(See definition in Catechism). 


Thought for the week: 
“God said it. 
| believe it. 


That settles it.” 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JULY 5 


This Nation 


WorsHIP SERVIC 
Hymn: “My Country, "Tis of Thee” 
Invocation 
Hymn: “O Beautiful for Spacious Skies” 
Announcements 
Scripture: Psalm 9 
Prayer 
Offering 
Hymn: “Faith of Our Fathers” 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN 

Independence Day the Fourth of July — the 
greatest day in American history, for on this day 
our forefathers demonstrated to the world that 
man’s most priceless heritage is liberty under God. 
Time cannot lessen the importance of that day, and 
distance must not dim its radiance in the hearts of 
our people. It must not be allowed to degenerate 
into just another “holiday,” a day of freedom from 
toil and routine. It must mean to us what it meant 
to those who have gone before if that which it com- 
memorates is to endure. We must acknowledge our 
liberty to be a gift of God, and to Him all glory 
and praise must be given. Let’s seriously consider 
the matter of our freedom in these few moments 
together that we might cherish it and give God 
thanks for it. 


First Speaker 

No honest heart can deny that this nation is what 
it is because of Whom our fathers worshipped. The 
principles of freedom that are an integral part of 
our national life are principles that are drawn direct- 
ly from the Word of God. As one of our great 
legal minds has declared: “With the exception of 
the writ of habeas corpus, a privilege not required 
under the Jewish government, simply because it did 
not allow of imprisonment, there is not a single 
feature of free government that is not distinctly 
developed in the Bible.” President Andrew Jackson, 
as he lay dying, pointed to the family Bible and 
said: ““That book, sir, is the rock on which our re- 
public rests.” Our Saviour said: “Ye shall know 
the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”” And 
before the Father He declared: ‘““Thy word is 
truth.” Christ “died to make men holy,” and He 
died “to make men free.’ He gave His life that 
men might have liberty under God; freedom from 
sin, and from all the powers of evil that enslave 
both body and soul. The foundation for freedom is 
Christ, and the basic principles of freedom are or- 
dained of God and set forth clearly in His Word. 
William Penn once said: “We will be governed by 
God or governed by tyrants.” If our freedom is to 
endure, we must “dwell in the secret place of the 
Most High, and abide under the shadow of the 
Almighty.” 
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Under God 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN 

Truly we should offer thanks to God for our 
freedom. Millions are living under the shadow of 
Communism today, enslaved in mind and _ body, 
while we are still free. Our hearts should be filled 
to overflowing with gratitude to God for our price- 
less heritage, for the liberty we enjoy under God. 


We have called this heritage “priceless,” and it 
is, but we should consider the price that has been 
paid to make our freedom possible. Let’s listen for 
a moment— 


Second Speaker 

The words of Patrick Henry, “Give me liberty 
or give me death!’’, were not idle words. They were 
to find echo in the hearts of thousands upon thou 
sands who have felt in the country’s call to arms a 
duty more demanding than the desire to live, and 
who, in response to that call, have laid down their 
lives that this “government of the people, by the 
people, and for the people, might not perish from 
the earth.” The history of liberty is a history of 
heroic determination in the hearts of men to die 
rather than live in bondage or see their children 
born and live under the shadow of tyranny. From 
the Spartan heroes whose blood ran freely at Ther 
mopylae to the noble soldiers whose courage has 
written another chapter in Freedom’s history among 
the desolate hills in Korea there is the record of 
man’s desire for liberty and the willingness to pay 
the price. We cannot help but remember that in the 
history of our own land there is the record, of both 
mingled shame and pride, of a war to bring liberty 
to those whom we had brought into bondage. Men 
have freedom in government today only because 
others have paid the price. We should cherish our 
liberty in the light of the price they paid. But there 
is a liberty higher than liberty in government, and 
it has cost an even greater sacrifice. It is the free- 
dom from sin, its penalty and power, purchased for 
us on the Cross at the cost of the blood of the Son 
of God. It is a freedom that shall endure when 
earthly kingdoms fall to rise no more, and that no 
tyranny can ever take away, for “if the Son shall 
make you free you shall be free indeed.” 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN 

Too often we lightly consider that for which 
others gave “the last full measure of devotion.” W* 
take for granted our freedom under the Stars and 
Stripes, and we take for granted our freedon 
through the Cross of Christ. We should stop for 
a moment and consider the purpose for which thes 
liberties have been given, lest by abuse we lo 
them forever. 
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Third Speaker 


Charles Kingsley once said: “There are two 
freedoms—the false, where a man is free to do what 
he likes; the true, where a man is free to do what 
he ought.”” Our nation was founded that men might 
have freedom to worship God, and was dedicated by 
the founding fathers to the glory of God. We have 
written upon our coins, “In God We Trust,” and 
have declared to the world that such is our faith. 
This is our heritage. But how have we interpreted 
the freedom bequeathed to us by our forebears? 
Can we say that our nation is living for the glory 
of God? Is our freedom to worship being used for 
worship? Is God’s holy day still holy in our eyes 
as in the eyes of those who have gone before? We 
are forced to confess that we have wandered far 
from the faith of our fathers, into “dark paths of 
sin and shame.” Like the prodigal son, we have 
taken the blessings laid up by others and squandered 
all in riotous living. We have shared our dollars 
but not our faith, and have forgotten that we have 
been set free to do the will of God, for His glory 
and for the good of others. Lincoln’s advice to some 
released slaves as they surrounded him at Richmond 
would be good for our hearts today: “My poor 
friends,” he said, “you are free; free as the air. 
You cast off the name of slave and trample on it. 
It will come to you no more. Liberty is your birth- 
right; God gave it to you as He gave it to others, 
and it is a sin that you have been deprived of it for 
so many years. But you must try to deserve this 
boon, Let the world see that you merit it and that 
you are able to maintain it by your good works. 
Don’t let your joy carry you into excesses. Learn 
the laws and obey them. Obey God’s command- 
ments and thank Him for giving you liberty, for it 
is to Him you owe all things... ” 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN 


Surely we owe thanks unto God for both our 
national and spiritual liberty, and are obligated by 
reason of possessing both to live for Him who died 
that we might live. Let’s remember that “righteous- 
ness exalteth a nation,” and pray earnestly that our 
nation might turn back to God, that this nation, 
under God, might continue to be free, and that her 
treedom, born of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, might 
be offered unto all. 


BAPTISM 


By Rev. John Scott Johnson, Ph.D. 
Fourth Printing, 27th thousand, 40 pages. 
Headings and subheadings make material eas- 
ily available for busy people. Keeps close to 
the Bible. Bible references cited are also 
quoted. 

Prices are low, $3.00 will supply 25 fami- 
lies; $10.00, 100 families. 
Order From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 











Weaverville ... North Carolina 





JUNE 24.1953 


Women’s Work 


Your Generosity Is Really 








Heart-W arming 


We always hate to let a letter go by without men- 
tioning again, and thanking all the church ladies 
for their faithful work, and the White Cross ma- 
terials which we receive. These mean so much and 
we couldn’t run the hospital without them. We 
realize the hours of effort, time, and money which 
this involves. ‘Thank you again. 

—Dr. and Mrs. John K. Miller 


Luebo, Congo Belge, Africa 
March 29, 1953 





Your generosity is really heart-warming. 


We have just received your wonderful packages 
of relief clothing and supplies for our needy Korean 
patients, orphans and refugees. I am happy to re- 
port that they are being used to clothe people who 
were in rags, and give warmth to those with no 
fuel to keep them warm this year. 


It is a real privilege to be here in Korea, where 
we can have the joy of seeing real human needs met 
and help in some small way to make the life of these 
pathetic people more bearable. It is also a great 
responsibility to give relief wisely to those who ac- 
tually are in need, and not just to those with the 
most greed and persistence in asking for things re- 
gardless of their relative needs. Giving relief is a 
hard job—to distribute equitably—but in the Spirit 
of Christ we are trying to do the best we can on 
this end. 


We pray that not only will you continue to send 
your used warm clothing and blankets, but you will 
keep these people in your mind and help us find 
young Christian men and women willing to come 
to Korea at this time to join us in the great oppor- 
tunity for Christian service where the need is so 
great, and where our responsibilities for this misery 
are so very real. 


Your packages come through in good shape when 
in heavy cardboard boxes, tied securely with strong 
string. Some few packages arrive with only torn 
bits of wrapping, the contents lost along the way. 
These are few, though, and our truck is called down 
to the post office almost every week now for a load 
of relief clothing you are sending. 


On behalf of those who can never thank you per- 
sonally, I wish to convey their heart-felt thanks and 
a prayer that you will be richly blessed for your 
generous giving of time and money to get these valu- 
able supplies to these who are hopeless except for 
the hope you give. 


-Dr. Paul S. Crane 
Chonju, Cholla Puk Do, Korea 
March 15, 1953 
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You may be interested to know how we use the 
clothing you send us. There are different ways. 
When the weather began to get cold, I had the 
teachers in my school notice the thinly dressed chil- 
dren and it was a joy to give to about seventy-five 
of them warm sweaters, jackets, etc., that have 
made them more comfortable in class rooms that 
are not well heated. Some of the clothes that were 
not suitable for Koreans in cold weather were rip- 
ped up and made over into padded garments with 
the addition of cotton batting bought with funds 
you gave through our Board. To do this sewing we 
employed refugee widows, allowing each one only 
one week’s work because so many wanted work that 
we tried to help as many as possible. About sixty- 
five women had a turn sewing and made over 300 
warm garments. We put warm clothes on 100 or- 
phans, and gave the rest to other groups. Another 
way we have distributed things has been by making 
up bundles according to lists secured beforehand of 
the ages and sex of members of families whose homes 
have been burned or looted by guerilla bands. We 
load up a truck or the jeep trailer with the bundles 
and bags of rice, and go out to these country villages 
and give the things out. In many cases the com- 
munists had killed the head of the family. Nearly 
every day someone comes to the house for some rea- 
son or other, is made happy by the gift of some 
clothing we feel they need. All of them are so 
grateful and I wish they could thank you instead 
of us, who, as I often tell them, are only the mes- 
sengers for Christians in America who have sent 
these things in Christ’s name. 


—Mrs. W. A. Linton 
Chunjo Chulla Puko, Korea 


Feb. 23, 1953 





Church News 


The General Fund And 


Interchurch Agencies 





Comparative Statement Of Receipts 
April 1, 1952 - May 31, 1953 


The General Fund 


April 1, 1952 - May 31, 1952 


i $31,510.25 
April 1, 1953 - May 31, 1953 


34,288.93 
Increase $ 2,778.68 


Interchurch Agencies 


April 1, 1952 - May 31, 1952 $ 1,571.15 
April 1, 1953 - May 31, 1953 1,894.55 
Increase § 323.40 


E. C. Scott, Treas. 
Per M. Rogers. 
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Negro Churches 
Come Through 


In connection with our church’s current cam 
paign, some have asked if the Negroes themselves 
believed in the approach to Negro work now being 
made by our church. Furthermore, it was question 
ed, will they themselves give to this cause or will 
it be just another patronizing gesture by the “white 
folks’? Now that results are coming in, the Negroes 
are answering these questions in no uncertain terms 


The story of Herman Horn who pledged $100.00 
payable at $1.25 per week saying, “I'll never miss 
it,” has gone out all over the Assembly. What hasn’t 
been told are the less dramatic but nonetheless in- 
spiring stories of Negro congregations like Beulah 
of North Wilkesboro (N.C.), Brown Memorial of 
Tuscaloosa (Ala.) and the First Church, Scotland- 
ville, La. The Rev. Troy A. Young, Jr., pastor of 
the Beulah Church in North Wilkesboro, reported 
his people as subscribing $1,052.00 which was 
2660% over his church’s goal of $28.00. When 
asked to comment on it he said, “All we did was 
present the cause and give out the pledge cards.” 


The Brown Memorial Church at Tuscaloosa, 
through its pastor the Rev. C. H. Williams simply 
reported, without comment $1,200.00 which was 
353% over its goal of $340.00. The Rev. R. A. 
James of Scotlandville reported his church as sub- 
scribing $1,000.00 and sent $500.00 in cash, making 
them 333% over their $300.00 goal. And the re- 
ports keep coming in. 





Town And Country 
Pastors’ Institute 


About 80 ministers attended the Town and Coun 
try Pastors’ Institute, May 18-22, at Columbia 
Seminary. This marked the largest attendance of 
the institute in this area. 


“Developing the Program of the Small Church” 
was the topic for the main speaker, Dr. Ralph Fel 
ton of Drew Theological Seminary, Madison, N. J 
The Bible Study was led by Dr. Frank C. Brown, 
professor at Columbia Seminary. Other speakers 
who discussed special topics included: Rev. Garland 
Hendricks, of Southeastern Baptist Seminary at 
Wake Forest, N. C.; Dr. Robert Strong of Augusta 
Ga.; and Mr. John Harmon, Atlanta, Ga 
Excerpts From Report 
On Evangelism 


To the end that we might share the love of God 
as individuals and a part of His family, we continue 
to call for the undergirding of all the evangelistic 
endeavors over the Church with prayer. More thar 
750 ministers are represented in the voluntary 
prayer-covenant group. This number includes more 
than 100 honorably retired ministers whose on 
going influence is so richly blessed in the realm ot 
intercession. 
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We believe that the prayers of its ministry and 
laity and the co-operative effort of consecrated men, 
women and young people, in seeking to carry out the 
Great Commission, has resulted in a_ particular 
blessing for our church this year. Whereas in 195] 
there were more accessions on profession of faith 
29,219), this year’s report records the second high- 
est number ever reached on profession (27,416), 
and the greatest total number of new members on 
re-afirmation (7,821), certificate (42,682), and 
profession (27,416), ever received in the history of 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S. (77,919). For this, 
we may thank God and pray more earnestly that 
His spirit guide us to be yet more willing instru- 
ments to reflect His passion and His purpose in the 
world, 





Ancient City Entrance 
Discovered By Dr. Free 


The discovery of the ancient stairway leading to 
the gateway area of Biblical Dothan has been an- 
nounced by Dr. Joseph Free, Director of the Whea- 
ton Archaeological Expedition to Palestine. The 
archaeological supervisor of the sub-area, Mrs. Ruby 
Free, first came upon one of the steps 10 feet below 
the present surface of the ground. Futher digging 
led down the slope of the city until 18 steps had 
been recovered, up to the edge of the excavators’ 
land, 


The pottery fragments found on the surface of 
the stairs dated to the Middle Bronze Age (2000- 
1600 B. C.). This would make the use of the stair- 
way contemporary with the Biblical Joseph (1800 
B. C.), who is mentioned in the book of Genesis 
as coming to Dothan to find his brothers. 





Synod Of South Carolina News 


Bethesda Church, Bethel Presbytery—Rev. C. N. 
Morrison has resigned and accepted a call to the 
Ampthill-Drurys Bluff field in East Hanover Pres- 


bytery, a new development near Richmond, Va. 


Rev. Russell W. Park, Sr., 
who has been a missionary pastor working in the 
hydrogen bomb area, out from Aiken, S. C., has 
iccepted a call to this field, and took over the work 
on June Ist. 


Olanta-Sardinia 


Lancaster—Rev. John Jackson Brown who has 
been assistant pastor of the Riverside Church in 
jacksonville, Fla., has accepted a call to the pas- 
torate of the Church in Lancaster, S. C., succeeding 
Rev. H. G. Wardlaw, who has become pastor of 
the Presbyterian Church in Orangeburg, S. C. 


Bishopville—Dr. James C. Wool, who has been 
ecutive secretary of Granville Presbytery, has ac 
‘pted the call to the church in Bishopville, S. C.., 
nd was installed as Pastor on the evening of June 7. 


JUNE 24,1953 


BOOKS 


“The Literal Translation 


Of The Holy Bible” 


By Robert Young. Baker Book House, Grand 
Rapids 6, Mich. Price $5.00. 


Young's “Literal Translation of the Holy Bible” 
has never lost its appeal. By means of this translation 
Bible students have been able to recapture the drama 
of the age in which the Bible was written, tempo- 
rarily to adopt the customs of their time and to hear 
the very words in which the inspired authors ex- 
pressed their God-breathed message. The author ad- 
vocated literal translation as the only means of trans- 
mitting the original text of Scripture unaltered and 
unchanged. This conviction resulted in his literal 
translation of the Holy Bible. 


As an example of this literal translation, take the 
first verses of the Bible as an illustration. “In the 
beginning of God’s preparing the heavens and the 
earth—the earth had existed waste and void and 
derkness is on the face of the deep and the Spirit of 
God fluttering on the face of the waters and God 
said, ‘Let light be’ and light is ... And God maketh 
the two great luminaries, the great luminary for the 
rule of the day, and the small luminary—and the 
stars—for the rule of the night; and God giveth them 
in the expanse of the heavens to give light upon the 
earth and to rule over day and night and to make a 
separation hetween the light and the darkness; and 
God seeth that it is good; and there was an evening 
and there was a morning—day fourth.” 


This literal translation enables the Bible student to 
compare a direct translation of the Words of the 
original authors with the product of those who seek 
to express the sense of these words in modern idiom 
and will at the same time give a clearer understand- 
ing of the problems facing the translator. 





“God's Order” 
By John A. Mackay, Macmillan Co. Price $3.00. 


For some years Dr. Mackay has concentrated his 
attention upon the Ephesian letter and this present 
time. He is of the opinion that nothing is more rele- 
vant to the contemporary situation in the church 
and in the world than a discussion of the Epistle to 
the Ephesians. The book deals with what is called 
“God's Order.’ By God’s Order the writer means 
the essential structure of spiritual reality which 
has its source in God and whose development is 
determined by the will of God. His thesis is that 
this structure was envisaged most perfectly by St. 
Paul through the illumination of the Holy Spirit 
in the Epistle to the Ephesians. He holds that the 
development of this structure gives us the promise 
and sets the task of the future—not only the future 
of human history but the future of cosmic history as 
well. He contends that through the study of what 
Paul calls the “mystery,” the “open secret of God” 
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and its implications for human life, we are helped 
to make sense of the world in which we live, to 
focus with clarity its essential problems and to en- 
visage God's solution for its sin and His divine 
pattern for its life. 


From the standpoint of perspective, Dr. Mackay 
declares that vital choices and decisions are made 
not upon objective but upon subjective grounds. He 
avers, “When a man’s all is at stake he is obliged to 
think ‘existentially.” In the realm of personal rela- 
tions and of ultimate spiritual attitudes, existential 
thinking is the only true and adequate form of 
thinking. A terrible and inescapable choice con- 
fronts every person that would explore the meaning 


of Biblical truth.”’ 


It is to be noted with interest that Dr. Mackay 
recognizes that there is no conflict, far less abyss, 
between the teachings of Jesus and the faith of 
Paul. He affirms, “It has become plain that as a 
matter of fact, Paul was the first man in the early 
Christian community to understand fully the sig- 
nificance of Jesus Christ. The personal experience 
and independent spirit of the Apostle “born out of 
due time” made him no mere echo of pale reflection 
of the Jerusalem community. He it was who under- 
stood Jesus best, who served Him most and the pat- 
tern of whose life and spirit most closely approx- 
imated the mind of Christ than that of any man 
who ever lived, for this man had also seen the Lord 
in the basic tenets which he proclaimed had come 
from a personal unveiling of Jesus Christ to him 
and in him. Paul knew the history of Christ; he 
prized the tradition about Christ, but he was what 
he was and said what he said because of “the reve- 
lation of Jesus Christ’’ and never, we might add, 
was the reality of Revelation more obvious and the 
reflective powers of the Apostle’s mind more trans- 
figured than in the great book which is known by 


the title THE EPISTLE TO THE EPHE- 
SIANS.” 
This book is characterized by a commendable 


degree of Christian emotion but there are times 
when the author’s emotions seem to outrun his the- 
ological accuracy. One example is his reference to 
“brotherhood.” He fails to distinguish on pages 21 
and 22 the difference between human brotherhood 
and Christian brotherhood. This distinction is tre 
mendous. The author’s use of the word 
may be misleading to the casual reader. 


“myth” 


By and large this volume is refreshing and stimu- 
lating. The chapter on “The Great Rift” is espec- 
ially helpful. Here the author defends the Biblical 
and traditional view of the devil. He asserts that 
the denial of the devil is philosophically unwarrant- 
able, Biblically unsound and religiously perilous. 


The chapter called “The Fulness of Christ” 
sounds forth the twofold caution to church leaders 
who institutionalize the church beyond Scriptural 
justification, One danger is that Christ and the 
church become so institutionally one that there is 
no longer any possibility of appeal from the institu- 
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tional church to Jesus Christ. This reviewer would 
like for all hierarchs to heed this note of caution 
This danger is not merely confined to the Romar 
Catholic. All branches of Christendom need to re 
member “Jesus Christ is more and greater than the 
church in any form.’ The second note of cautior 
refers to Clericalism. Mackay defines it as “‘th 
pursuit of power, especially political power by 

religious hierarchy carried on by secular method 
and for purposes of social domination.” The dange 
here is “the church thus has power to create event 
of historical and cosmic import and need not con 
fine its action to bearing witness to the mighty act 


of God.” 


One more solitary warning is set forth in this 
volume. It is to the effect that there is always 
latent danger of church union becoming an end 
in itself. Dr. Mackay expresses it this way. ‘For it 
is all too common for friendly relations and the ab- 
sence of tensions and the joy of being together to 
become ends in themselves.”” We concur in the idea 
that when Christians exult in unity and good fel 
lowship just for their own sake, the Christian move 
ment becomes sterile. It soon becomes devoid of re 
demptive ardour. 


Though this volume will not replace commen 
taries on Ephesians that deal with the letter from ar 
exegetical point of view, still this new work by D1 
Mackay has real merit and should be read with 
profit by mature Christians. 


—John R. Richardson. 





“In Quietness And 


Confidence” 


By V. Raymond Edman. 


\ Van Kampen Press, 
Wheaton, Ill. Price $.50. 


This is a book of devotions and herein is traced 
the Christian's relationship to the Lord Jesus Christ 
in His provision for the deepest needs of courage 
in the face of difficulties, confidence in His unfail 
ing help, compassion for the needy, consistency of 
conduct and character and continuity when tempted 
to idleness or despair. Each chapter encourages th 
Christian to become more Christlike under ever) 
circumstance 


* 4dventures In Faith” 


By M. R. DeHaan. Zondervan Publishing Hous 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $2.50. 


In this latest volume from the pen of Dr. DeHa: 
we have an effective treatment of the life, of the fait 
of Father Abraham. He deals with the high spots 
Abraham's career where faith is manifested in such 
a marvelous way. Each of the chapters is clear-cut 
and understandable. “Faith” is a big subject and D 
DeHaan treats it in a big way. 
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